
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Loker School Community, 

 

I hope that you have had a terrific and refreshing summer! While I have enjoyed the summer, I am ready to 

put all of this humidity in the past and get started on the 2018-19 school year! As the Team Loker faculty, 

we are excited to welcome your children and families to Loker Elementary School! Our school motto will 

continue to be PRIDE, P (Personal Best), R (Respect), I (Integrity), D (Determination) and E 

(Enthusiasm) as these are the essential components of an elementary school environment that fosters 

educating the whole child by building important lifelong social skills and developing key academic 

conceptual understandings. Please note that our faculty for the 2018-19 school year is listed on the final 

page of this letter. 

 

Opening Day: On Tuesday, September 4th, the first day of school for first grade through fifth grade, we 

will continue our special 5th annual tradition of having our student leaders, the fifth grade, “clap-in” the 

younger students to set a collaborative and encouraging tone for the school year at 8:45am. The fifth grade 

students and their teachers will line the hallway in “clapping-in” the rest of the school. This will establish 

the leadership for these special fifth graders for the school from the opening moments of the school year. 

We are asking that parents with children in grades 1-5 drop off their child outside the main entrance to the 

school between 8:30am-8:45am. Students will then walk to the backfield and gather by classroom and 

meet their classroom teachers there. Parents also certainly welcome to join us on the backfield as well. We 

look forward to seeing you then!  

 

School Hours: Thank you for your support in making sure that your children arrive to school punctually so 

that they do not miss any teaching and learning time. 

 

8:30 AM – Doors Open and Arrival Starts 

8:45 AM – Morning Announcements and School Officially Begins 

8:46 AM – Students Arriving are Marked Tardy 

3:15 PM – Dismissal on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays (2:05 PM Dismissal on Wednesdays) 

 

Kindergarten Meet and Greet: If you are a kindergarten family, you should have received a forty-five 

minute kindergarten meet and greet time scheduled for either Tuesday, September 4th or Wednesday, 

September 5th. The first day of kindergarten classes will be on Thursday, September 6th. Kindergarten 

children will be welcomed to the school in a nurturing and developmentally appropriate manner by the 

kindergarten teachers and administration on their first day of school to ensure a smooth transition. 

Kindergarten classroom teachers and/or teaching assistants will be outside the main entrance to greet 

students, gather classes and lead children into the building for the first five school days. 

 

A LOOK AT LOKER! 
Back To School Newsletter 

August 21, 2018 

"I don't know why people have divided the whole world into two groups, 
west and east. Education is neither eastern nor western. Education is 
education and it's the right of every human being." Malala Yousafzai 

 

 



 

2018-19 Loker Schoolwide Goals: 

 

 Continue to build on our successful Loker-Family Partnership program this year in matching our 

eleven Metco students with Wayland-resident families. Loker parents, Kristine Hammond and 

Chabeli Nadal, have graciously agreed to help coordinate this program again this year. 

 

 Continue to grow and strengthen our ten-week 5th grade Model UN program and build on the 

success of students developing stronger collaborative skills, embracing and respecting human 

differences along with understanding the perspectives of other countries and cultures. 

 

 Ensure that the Loker Community Book Stop is a major point of emphasis for the school 

community. We had over fifty books checked-out in the short time that it was open last spring and 

we want to continue to see this number grow. 

https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/lokerpridecommunitybookstop/home 

 

 Implement an enhanced 3rd grade writing scope and sequence. (This was a summer work project 

that third grade teachers at all three elementary schools participated in this summer) 

 

 Implement the Fundations Phonics program at the 2nd grade level. 

 

 Begin the FOSS Science Program in kindergarten and first grade. 

 

 Continue our before school fitness program. Permission slips for this program will go out in early 

September. There is no fee for this program and it will run from early October through early June. 

More details will be forthcoming soon. 

 

 Continue to develop into a fully responsive classroom school. Seven more teachers (classroom, 

specialists and teaching assistants) were trained in a responsive classroom course this summer. For 

more information on responsive classroom, please see the following link: 

https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/about/ 

 Based on the work of the 2017-18 School Council, we are looking into starting a six-week 4th grade 

photography club this year. 

 

 

Construction Updates: This has been a summer of a tremendous amount of construction with new 

exterior windows and doors throughout the building. I believe that is has given us a much-needed face lift 

for the outside of our school. Our kitchen project is now about a week old and I am looking forward to its 

completion. We are also moving the sandbox away from 

the dip in the pavement to prevent flooding within it. 

 

         Loker Main Entrance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/lokerpridecommunitybookstop/home
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/about/


 

 

 

        The Cafeteria with the New Windows                     The Main Office with the New Windows 

 

 

                   The sandbox construction                          The Windows looking into the Leadership wing 

     

 

Bus Information: The school bus routes have been posted on the main website for the Wayland Public 

Schools, http://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/. On the website under Administration, please click Student 

Transportation. Bus passes will be sent to families from the business office. I also want to remind you that 

transportation is provided to bring children from home to school and from school back to their homes. 

Busing is not provided for play dates, group activities such as girl scouts, parties and non-school lessons 

and classes. We have to adhere to this district policy so that every child has an adequate seat on the bus. 

Musical instruments which can fit safely in a child’s lap may be transported by bus. Large instruments will 

need to be dropped off at school by an adult. The purpose of this is to keep bus aisles clear at all times. I 

appreciate your cooperation with these bus policies which will result in a safe environment for all children. 

 

Bus Safety Information: Please be sure to review bus safety with your children. In the student handbook 

which will be sent home on the first day of school, clear policies and procedures are outlined. I appreciate 

your attention to this important detail and safety measure. 

 

http://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/


Loker Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures: Please pull all the way up to the end of the sidewalk in 

front of the school when you are unloading children. The line slows down when all of the spaces to the 

end of the sidewalk are not filled. No one is allowed to pass a bus with flashing red lights. (Yellow flashing 

lights are warnings and you may pass a bus with yellow flashing lights.) If you are in the live lane and a 

bus is unloading, you must wait behind the bus. 

  

The drop off lane in front of the school in the morning is a live lane of moving traffic. (See yellow lines in 

pictures below) You may not park or leave your car in this lane. School personnel will help younger 

children exit your car safely. Make sure the children are seated on the right side or passenger's side of the 

car. They may not exit the driver's side of the car (left lane in circle) as this is the live lane and very 

dangerous. At drop off time, if you would like to park and say good bye to your child at the front door, 

you may use the side parking lot and use the sidewalk to safely proceed to the doors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At dismissal, please remember that a parent or designated person must be at the bus stop to meet all 

kindergarten children. The bus driver will not allow any kindergarten child to leave the bus unescorted by a 

designated adult. Kindergarten children who are not met will be returned to the school and parents will 

have to make arrangements to pick them up there. Thank you for your cooperation in all of these matters... 

they really do matter! 

     

 

 

 

WELCOME to the New Members of Team Loker: 

 

Loker Specific:  

Special Education Teacher: Beth Sullivan 

Kindergarten Teaching Assistant: Alexandra Richlen 

Full-Time Building Substitute: Melissa Mee 

Special Education Teaching Assistant: Lisa Cusson 

0.5 FTE Building Substitute: Colleen Cappellucci 

Night Custodian (Split between Loker and Happy Hollow): Javier Mendoza 

 

District Level Specific: 

Assistant Superintendent: Parry Graham 

Director of Student Services: Richard Whitehead 

EL Coordinator: Heidi Paisner 

 

 

 

 



 

PTO: We strongly encourage all parents to become involved with their child’s education by attending 

school events, participating in parent-teacher conferences, volunteering in the classroom and becoming 

part of the PTO. We recognize that, in order for this to be a successful school, we need your involvement 

and support. I know that our PTO Administration, Co-Presidents, Caroline Higgins and Gisselle Shardlow, 

and Vice-President, Claire Castagno, will provide outstanding leadership. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions, concerns or thoughts about 

the new school year. My door is always open. I hope that you enjoy the last two weeks of summer! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian T. Jones, Principal 

Telephone: 508-358-8601 (@ Loker School) 

Email:  Brian_Jones@Wayland.k12.ma.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH ROOM: 

Allergy Awareness 
Dear Families, 

Each year we welcome several students with allergies to Loker School. We need your cooperation to 

help them stay safe. 

We have students who are allergic to peanuts, tree nuts and latex products, among other things. 

Reactions to these allergens range from mild to life threatening. In alignment with school committee 

policies, there are several practices that will be in place to help prevent allergic reactions: 

1. All classrooms will be designated as peanut and tree nut allergy aware spaces. There will be no 

classroom projects involving these allergens. Please do not send any items containing peanut or tree 

nuts into the classroom with your child. Latex balloons will not be allowed in school for any 

purpose. 

2. Parents who send a lunch from home for their child are free to pack the foods of their choice for 

consumption in the cafeteria, as we have separate seating available for students with allergies to 

peanuts and tree nuts. 

3. To ensure the safety of all children with known and unknown allergies there will be no sharing of 

food in classrooms, and we ask that families not send in food that is meant to be consumed by 

anyone other than their child(ren). As an alternative, consider sending or donating a book or game 

to the class in your child’s name. Please call the school nurse, Jennifer McLeod, for additional 

“allergy safe” non-food items. 

We look forward to working together with you to have a wonderful year! If you have any questions 

please call the Health Room at 508-358-8614. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer McLeod, RN  

Community Health Nurse 
 
Bran Jones 
Loker School Principal 
 
 

mailto:Brian_Jones@Wayland.k12.ma.us


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW FAMILY/KINDERGARTEN SOCIAL 
Tuesday, August 28th 

5:30pm-6:00pm: Grades 1-5 New Families 
6:00pm-7:00pm: New Kindergarten Families 

We invite all incoming kindergarten and new families to Loker School to join us on Tuesday 
evening, August 28th, for popsicles and an informal meet and greet with your fellow students.  
Principal Jones will be giving tours of the school and making sure everyone knows where to go on 
the first day of school.  We’re looking forward to welcoming all newcomers to the Loker community. 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL STAFF LUNCHEON 
Volunteers Needed! 

Thursday, August 30th at Noon 
 

Please join us in providing a Loker Staff Welcome Luncheon at 12pm on THURSDAY, AUGUST 
30TH. We will need food and beverage donations along with set-up and clean up help.  All items 
must be NUT FREE and can be dropped off in the cafeteria, THURSDAY, AUG. 30TH between 9:00-
11:30 am. Lunch will be served at 12pm. If you would like to leave non-perishable items earlier, 
please put them in the storage crate in the front lobby labeled "Staff Appreciation Drop Box."  
 
SIGN UP LINK: 
http://signup.com/go/1siDRV. 
 
For questions.... or if you would like to drop at my home on Wednesday, Aug. 29th, or in the early 
morning of August 30th, please call/text/email. JoannaH21@gmail.com 617-388-5315 
Thank you for your help and participation! 
 
Joanna Hartunian & Kate Gagney 

 
 
 

WELCOME BACK COFFEE! 
Thursday, September 6th 

8:30am-9:15am 
Please join us in the front of the school as we greet old friends and meet new ones at our annual back-
to-school coffee.  
 

W 

KICK-OFF PTO BOARD MEETING – All Are Welcome! 
Thursday, September 20th at 7:30pm in the Loker Cafeteria 

The Loker PTO meets monthly. These meetings are open to the entire parent community 
and everyone is encouraged to attend with any questions, ideas or suggestions. Our first meeting of the 
year will be on Thursday, September 20th at 7:30pm.  Join us to find out what we’re planning and how to 
get involved. We hope to see you there! 

http://signup.com/go/1siDRV
mailto:JoannaH21@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENT DATE TIME 

Kindergarten/New Family Social Tuesday, August 28th 5:30pm - 7:00pm 

Staff Welcome Luncheon  Thursday, August 30th 12:00pm 

Welcome Back Coffee for Parents  
(first full day for K students) 

Thursday, September 6th 8:45am - 9:15am 

Curriculum Night /Parent Social Wednesday, September 12th 7:00pm 8:15pm 

Loker All School Meeting Thursday, September 13h,  
Held every other Thursday 

9:05am - 9:30am 

First PTO Board Meeting! Thursday, September 20th 8:45am 

School Picture Day Friday, September 21st  

Wayland/Boston Family Picnic 
At Loker School 

Sunday, September 23rd 
 

 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Loker Family Picnic TBD 
 

Fall Book Fair October 15th-October 19th  

Fall Movie Night Thursday, October 18h 6:00pm-8:00pm 

  

SMILE FOR SCHOOL PICTURE DAY! 

Friday, September 21st 
School Pictures provide a great memory for your family and gives back to the school, as well. Photo 
envelopes and package information will be sent home in your child’s backpack in early September. 
Please fill it out and return it in the backpack to your teacher even if you do not wish to purchase any 
photos. EVERY CHILD WILL BE PHOTOGRAPHED whether you purchase them or not. We will have a Re-
Take Day for any absent students or if you are not pleased with the photos. Retakes and the opportunity 
to have your Loker Siblings Photo taken will happen at a date to be determined later in the fall. For more 
information please contact Sandy O’Driscoll at odriscoll6@verizon.net.  

* Scholarships are available. Please contact Brian Jones or your child's teacher. 
 
 
  

Loker Event Dates to  

Get the Year Started:  
 

mailto:odriscoll6@verizon.net


 

 

 

 
Principal:  Brian Jones 

Administrative Assistant:  Cathleen Holmes 

Special Education Secretary: Heather DeMasi 

 
Room 1 – Kindergarten 
Ilana Wyner 

Alexandra Richlen (TA) 

 

Room 2- Kindergarten 
Rebecca Abrams 

Kayla Rice (TA) 

Kelly Parente (TA) 

 

Room 22-1st Grade 
Jennifer DiStefano 

 

Room 3- 1st Grade 
Tina Pimentel 

Jessica Dennehy (TA) 

 

Room 4- 1st Grade 
Kathleen Germaine 

 

Room 5- 2nd Grade 
Janet Powers  

Lisa Cusson (TA) 

Andrea Defina (TA) 

 

Room 6- 2nd Grade 
Brian O’Donnell 

Allison Anastasiadis (TA) 

 

Room 9- 3rd Grade 
Rose Marie Furey 

 

Room 10- 3rd Grade 

Michael O’Connor 

Mariah Grosky (TA) 

 

Room 13- 4th Grade 

Susan Olivier 

Laura Trounson (TA) 

 

Room 14- 4th Grade      

Emeliza Ciavarro 

 

 

 

 

  

Room 15- 5th Grade 

Mike Moynihan 

Patti Arnheim (TA) 

 

Room 16- 5th Grade 

Jennifer Sole-Robertson 

 

CURRICULUM SPECIALIST 
Karyn Saxon: ELA & SS  

Tricia O’Reilly: MA & SCI  

Curriculum Secretary:    

Lynn Featherstone 

 

SPECIALISTS 
ART: Christine Soeltz (K), 

Angela Dempsey (1st-5th ) 

LIBRARY: Anne Powell  

MUSIC:  Kimberley Davis 

STRINGS: Kimberley Davis (3rd), 

Whitney Tandon (4th and 5th) 

BAND: Tristie Keenan 

P.E.:  Shelly Fraser (K), 

Daniel O’Connor (1st-5th) 

TECHNOLOGY: Stephanie Meyler 

  

GUIDANCE 
Laurel Pirelli 

 

ELL 

Amy Behr 

 

METCO 
Latoya Downes                                                                      

  

Math Coaches 

K-2: Becky Lepow 

3-5: Marie Pesaturo 

 

  

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Anne Johnson 

Sue Lukianov 

Beth Sullivan 

Janet Kaplan, OT 

Robert Icaza, COTA 

Paula McCue, PT 

Mindy Hochstadt, Speech 

 

READING SPECIALIST 
K-4: Sarah Sontag  

5: Deb Pellerin  

 

FOOD SERVICES 
Pauline Chin 

 

HEALTH ROOM 

Jennifer McLeod, RN 

 

BUILDING SUBSTITUTES                  
Colleen Cappellucci                            

Lyssa McGrath 

Melissa Mee 

 

CUSTODIANS 
Michael Silkonis (Head)  

Javier Mendoza 

Rhandhy Rosirio 

 

COMPUTER LAB 

ASSISTANT 

Betsy Meindl 

 

RECESS SUPERVISOR 

Joe Libbin 

LOKER SCHOOL FACULTY AND STAFF 2018-2019 
 


